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feed the N6yil. The difficulties do not seem at all insurmountable to
modern engineering skill. It is also true that the Bhavaui supplies
a good deal of irrigation, and that it is " very considerably utilized,"
but it is a perennial river with heavy floods, which, if curbed by
reservoirs, would be beneficial instead of destructive or useless. More-
over, it is not the regulation of the river-supply that occupies anxious
attention so much as of that part which is taken off by the channels.
Some difficulty, indeed, exists at the anicut which feeds the Tddampalli
and Arkankottai channels, when the river is very low; this is met by a
temporary bund along the top of the anicut; there is sufficient water in
the river if the anicut crest is temporarily raised. But even if the river-
supply be defective during certain seasons, the question of storing the
immense unused volumes of flood water is unaffected, or rather the
necessity is increased.

The Nerinjipettai aniout actually exists in part; it was built by a
Mysore Eaja and used, in fact, to feed a channel on each side of the
river (Buchanan), but breached long before Buchanan's visit in 1800.
It is believed that Sir Arthur Cotton desired to revive this work if only
to assist in curbing the Cauvery floods (<?/. those of November 1880 and
July 1882), and intended to drive a large channel through Salem and
South A.rcot to Porto Novo, using it both for irrigation and commu-
nication. The project was examined some years ago, but the report is
said to be unfavorable* If feasible, it would be a work of gteat
benefit.

It is true that the N6yil is capricious, but the expression " a flood
that only occurs once in a lifetime " is much too wide; the old reports
frequently speak of its freshes and fitfulness, and it has been down in
heavy flood many times since 1879 both in the south-west and north-
east monsoon, traffic having been several times stopped for days in the
Dhdxdpurarn and Erode taluks, as lately (1883) for several days together
in November. Whether storage can be provided is a question, but there
is ample flood water; it is to be remembered that a four or six months'
tank once filled will give a crop whenever it happens to be filled, which
would usually be in July or November. The ryots of Periapdlaiyam
(Erode) suggested a short channel from near Tiruppur to their tank,
which, though nominally fed by a jungle stream called the Nall&r, has
only filled once (1883) since 1877; the ryots of P&atoluvu. (Erode) also
suggest a channel from the Tadugapdlaiyam aniout,

IE this connection the replies of Messrs. Mead, Pennyouick, and
Awdiy to the Famine Commission of 1878 are of great importance.
They stated of Salem and Coimbatore that " it is always possible to
find works of this class (irrigation works involving heavy embankments
and the excavation of canals), whose remunerative character is beyond
question; the time when all possible remunerative works in Salem or
Coimbatore shall have been completed is so far distant as not to be
within the limits of practical consideration. In the Coimbatore district